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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 February 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C, § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)[X] Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3-D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 1-20 are presented for examination. 



Priority 



2. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an application 
filed in Canada on 2/9/2001 . It is noted, however, that applicant has not filed a certified copy of 
the Canada 2,335,385 application as required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(b). 



3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention, 

4. Claims 12 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



a. The following terms lack proper antecedence basis: 



i. Claim 12, line 8 - instructions (e.g., said instructions); 



ii. Claim 14, line 3 - web server (e.g., website); 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 



5. 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 



basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-7, 12-15 and 17-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Anderson, US 2002/0087622. 

7. As per claim 1, Anderson taught the invention as claimed including a system for storing 
file scans and providing access thereto on a photo sharing website (pp. 0003, 0014, 0055; 
homepage of the image gateway), said system comprising a series of local computer servers (pp. 
0017-0018, 0024-0025, 0055; client devices or photo-service sites; 12 or 14, fig.l) storing film 
scans thereon with each local computer server including an arrangement for producing proxies of 
any of said stored film scans and a transmission arrangement for transmitting of said proxies to 
said photo sharing website where said proxies are of reduced accuracy and size (pp. 0017-0018, 
0050-0051, 0055-0057; image reference, thumbnails); said remote photo sharing website 
receiving and storing said proxies and allowing a user remote access to at least some of said 
proxies by using said website (pp. 0014, 0017-0018, 0024-0025, 0052; figs.2A, 2B). 

8. As per claim 12, Anderson taught the invention as claimed including a system comprising 
a series of local servers which stores digital images at a high quality (pp. 0017-0018, 0024-0025, 
0055; client devices or photo-service sites; 12 or 14, fig. 1), and a web server which receives 
reduced quality copies of said digital images and makes said images available to users over the 
internet (pp. 0014, 0017-0018, 0050-0052, 0055-0057; image reference, thumbnails); said web 
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server allowing users to modify said digital images and order copies thereof produced from said 
high quality images (pp. 0051-0052, 0055; homepage with selection of image-related functions), 
said web server upon receipt of order instructions sending instructions to any of said local 
servers to produce said order for transfer to said user by modifying said high quality images as 
specified by the user (pp. 0025, 0028, 0050-0051; figs. 2 A, 2B; image printing service). 

> 

9. As per claim 13, Anderson taught the invention as claimed including a method of storing, 
accessing, modifying and printing digital photographic comprising storing digital records in a 
high quality form on a local file server (pp. 0017-0018, 0024-0025, 0055; client devices or 
photo-service sites; 12 or 14, fig.l), producing a substantially lower quality copy of said digital 
records and transmitting to and posting on a website for access by an authorized user (pp. 0014, 
0017-0018, 0045, 0050-0052, 0055-0057; image reference, thumbnails), providing on said 
website tools for modifying any of said images, recording of user instructions with respect to a 
modified image which he wants reproduced on a charge basis (pp. 0034, 0051-0052, 0055; 
homepage with selection of image-related functions), forwarding said instructions to a retail 
outlet, retrieving corresponding high quality records associated with said instructions, and 
producing at said retail outlet said modified image using said high quality records and said 
instructions (pp. 0025, 0028, 0050-0051; figs.2A, 2B; image printing service). 

10. As per claim 2, Anderson taught the invention as claimed in claim 1. Anderson further 
taught that said photo sharing website includes a series of tools to allow a user to modify the 
proxies and produce an instruction set of said modifications, and means for sending of said 
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instruction set to the local computer server having the original film scan used to produce said 
proxy (pp. 0025, 0028, 0050-0052). 

11. As per claim 3, Anderson taught the invention as claimed in claim 2. Anderson further 
taught that each of said local server computers includes means for retrieving a stored film scan 
associated with an instruction set received with respect to a particular proxy and means for 
modifying of the retrieved stored film scan in accordance with the instruction set and printing the 
modified film scan (pp. 0025, 0028, 0050-0052). 

12. As per claim 4, Anderson taught the invention as claimed in claim 2. Anderson further 
taught that said series of tools includes tools for cropping, image enhancement, compositing and 
editing (pp. 0050-0051; whatever function desired). 

13. As per claim 5, Anderson taught the invention as claimed in claim 2. Anderson further 
taught that said local servers cooperate and accommodate transmission of original images there 
between where a local server receives an instruction set for an original image stored on a 
different local server (pp. 0017-0018; perform function regardless of where the image are 
stored). 

14. As per claim 6, Anderson taught the invention as claimed in claim 2. Anderson further 
taught that said local servers include means for recording original or modified original images to 
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a removable storage media in accordance with user instructions (pp. 0026, 0051; memory disc of 
digital camera). 

15. As per claim 7, Anderson taught the invention as claimed in claim 6. Anderson further 
taught that said removable storage media is a removable disk storage media (memory disc of 
digital camera, computer floppy disk or CD-RW). 

16. As per claim 14, Anderson taught the invention as claimed in claim 13. Anderson further 
taught that said step of transmitting said lower quality record is transmitted over the internet to 
said web server (pp. 0050-0052, 0056; fig.l). 

17. As per claim 15, Anderson taught the invention as claimed in claim 13. Anderson further 
taught that said local file sever cooperates with other local file servers and transfers high quality 
records to any local server which has received instructions to produce a modified image (pp. 
0017-0018; perform function regardless of where the image are stored). 

18. As per claim 17, Anderson taught the invention as claimed in claim 13. Anderson further 
taught that said step of producing said modified image prints said image (pp. 0025, 0028, 0050- 
0052). 
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19. As per claim 18, Anderson taught the invention as claimed in claim 13. Anderson further 
taught that said step of producing said modified image stores said modified image on a compact 
disk (pp. 0026, 0051; memory disc of digital camera). 

20. As per claim 19, Anderson taught the invention as claimed in claim 13. Anderson further 
taught that said step of producing said modified image stores said modified image on a storage 
medium specified by the user (pp. 0026, 0051). 

21 . As per claim 20, Anderson taught the invention as claimed in claim 2. Anderson further 
taught that said original file scans include digital images stored by a third party photo library and 
accessed as proxies from the photo sharing website (pp. 0017-0018; 12, fig.l). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

22. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

23. Claims 8-9, 1 1 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anderson, US 2002/0087622, in view of Jackson et al (hereinafter Jackson), US 6,760,128. 
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24. As per claim 8, Anderson taught the invention substantially as claimed in claim 2. 
Anderson did not specifically teach that said photo sharing website includes the ability to form a 
sequence of proxies or modified proxies and provide an instruction set therefore to said local 
server and form a sequence of original or modified original scans in accordance with said 
instruction set. Jackson taught the website to include the ability to form a sequence of proxies or 
modified proxies and provide an instruction set therefore to said local server and form a 
sequence of original or modified original scans in accordance with said instruction set (col. 6, 
lines 59-67, col.7, lines 1-67, col,8, lines 1-45). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Anderson and 
Jackson because Jackson's teaching of applying instructions to a set of proxies enables 
Anderson's system to process multiple proxies for production into albums. 

25. As per claim 9, Anderson and Jackson taught the invention substantially as claimed in 
claim 8. Anderson further taught that said sequence of original or modified original scans are 
recorded to a removable storage media (pp. 0026, 0051; memory disc of digital camera). 

26. As per claim 11, Anderson taught the invention substantially as claimed in claim 1. 
Anderson did not specifically teach that said local server computers accommodate storage of 
original images for a first specified period of time and accommodate storage of specified original 
images for a second specified period of time which is greater than said first specified period of 
time. Jackson taught that the records uploaded are temporarily or permanently stored (col. 1, 
lines 20-27). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 



Application/Control Number: 10/067,96 1 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2154 

invention was made to combine the teachings of Anderson and Jackson because Jackson's 
teaching of record storing retention enables Anderson's system to manage the length of time for 
storing of the records. 

27. As per claim 16, Anderson taught the invention substantially as claimed in claim 13. 
Anderson did not specifically teach to maintain said records on said local file sever only for a 
limited time unless instructions for long term storage are received. Jackson taught that the 
records uploaded are temporarily or permanently stored (col. 1, lines 20-27). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
teachings of Anderson and Jackson because Jackson's teaching of record storing retention 
enables Anderson's system to manage the length of time for storing of the records. 

28. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Anderson and 
Jackson as applied to claim 8 above, and further in view of Paul et al (hereinafter Paul), US 
2001/0032151. 

29. As per claim 10, Anderson and Jackson taught the invention substantially as claimed in 
claim 8. Anderson and Jackson did not specifically teach that said sequence of original or 
modified original scans are made available as an internet slide presentation. Paul taught to create 
internet slide shows using uploaded scans (pp. 0003, 0016). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of 
Anderson, Jackson and Paul because Paul's teaching of creating internet presentation enables 
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Anderson and Jackson's system to create slide shows to share pictures using pictures and audio 
files uploaded. 

Conclusion 

30. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Fredlund et al, US 6,353,487. 
Crosby et al, US 6,850,248. 
Wood etal, US 6,732,162. 
Slater et al, US 2002/0087546. 

31. A shortened statutory period for reply to this Office action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. 

32. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kenny Lin whose telephone number is (571) 272-3968. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 AM to 5 PM Tue.-Fri. and every other Monday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 10/067,961 



Page 1 1 



Art Unit: 2154 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



ksl 

June 1, 2005 
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